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The purpose of the Chesapeake Bay Crossing Study: Tier 2 NEPA (Tier 2 Study) is to address existing and future 
transportation capacity needs and access across the Chesapeake Bay and at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
approaches along the U.S. 50/301 corridor. The Maryland Transportation Authority (MOTA) and Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) prepared this Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate measures 
to reduce congestion; improve travel times and reliability, mobility, and roadway deficiencies; and accommodate 
maintenance activities and navigation, while minimizing impacts to local communities and the environment. This 
Tier 2 Final EIS includes responses to public and agency comments received during the comment period for the 
Tier 2 Draft EIS (January 23, 2026, through March 9, 2026). This Final EIS also provides additional information 
concerning analysis of the alternatives, further refinements to Alternative C, and anticipated environmental effects 
based on public and agency input. Based on all of this information, and the entire study administrative record, 
the Preferred Alternative (Refined Alternative C) detailed in the Final EIS has been identified as the Selected 
Alternative in the Record of Decision (ROD). 

FHWA may publish a notice in the Federal Register, pursuant to 23 U.S.C. § 139(1), indicating that FHWA and 
one or more other Federal agencies have taken final action on permits, licenses, or approvals for this project. If 
such notice is published, claims seeking judicial review of those Federal agency actions will be barred unless 
such claims are filed within 150 days after the date of publication of the notice, or within such shorter time period 
as is specified in the Federal laws pursuant to which judicial review of the Federal agency action is allowed. If no 
notice is published, then the periods of time that otherwise are provided by the Federal laws governing such 
claims will apply. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS  

AABWPR Anne Arundel County Bureau of Water Protection and Restoration 
AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic 
AASHTO American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
ACFHP Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership 
ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
ACS American Community Survey 
ALCS Automated Lane Closure System 
APE Area of Potential Effects 
APID Additional Project Information Document 
ARDS Alternatives Retained for Detailed Study 
ASMFC Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
AST Aboveground storage tank 
ASTM American Society for Testing Materials 
AVE Area of Visual Effect 
BCC Birds of Conservation Concern 
BMPs Best Management Practices 
BRT Bus Rapid Transit 
BRTB Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 
C&D Chesapeake And Delaware 
CAA Clean Air Act 
CBCA Chesapeake Bay Critical Area 
CFR Code Of Federal Regulations 
CO Carbon monoxide 
COMAR Code of Maryland Regulations 
Cpv Channel Protection Volume 
CWA Clean Water Act 
DMCF Dredged material containment facility 
DO Dissolved oxygen 
EFH Essential Fish Habitat 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement 
EO Executive Order 
ERP Environmental Review Program 
ESA Endangered Species Act 
ESC Erosion and Sediment Control 
ESD Environmental Site Design 
ESDv ESD Treatment Volume 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FHWA Federal Highway Administration 
FIDS Forest Interior Dwelling Species 
FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map 
FPPA Farmland Protection Policy Act 
GI Green Infrastructure 
GIS Geographic Information Systems 
GPS Global Positioning System 
H&H Hydraulic and Hydrologic 
HAPC Habitat Areas of Particular Concern 
HCM Highway Capacity Manual 
HCN Habitat Connectivity Network 
HRT Heavy Rapid Transit 
IART Impervious Area Requiring Treatment 
IBI Index of Biotic Integrity 
ICM Interagency Coordination Meeting 
IDA Intensely Developed Area 
INA Irreplaceable Natural Area 
IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation 
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LDA Limited Development Area 
LEDPA Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative 
LOD Limits Of Disturbance 
LOS Level Of Service 
LRT Light Rapid Transit 
LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan 
LWCF Land and Water Conservation Fund 
MAFMC Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
mcy Million cubic yards 
MD-DC BBA3 Maryland-DC Breeding Bird Atlas 3 
MDE Maryland Department of the Environment 
MDNR Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
MDOT Maryland Department of Transportation 
MDP Maryland Department of Planning 
MDTA Maryland Transportation Authority 
MDTA-RPCA MDTA Recommended Preferred Corridor Alternative 
MEP Maximum Extent Possible 
MET Maryland Environmental Trust 
MHT Maryland Historical Trust 
MMPA Marine Mammal Protection Act 
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization 
MSA Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
MSAT Mobile Source Air Toxic 
MSTM Maryland Statewide Transportation Model 
MSWR Maryland Scenic and Wild Rivers 
MTA Maryland Transit Administration 
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
NCHRP National Cooperative Highway Research Program 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
NFIP National Flood Insurance Program 
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 
NLEB Northern long-eared bat 
NO2 Nitrogen dioxide 
NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NOB Natural Oyster Bars 
NOI Notice Of Intent 
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
NPS National Park Service 
NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service 
NRHP National Register of Historic Places 
NSA Noise Sensitive Area 
NSWD Non-Summer Weekday 
O&M Operations and Maintenance  
O3 Ozone 
OWJ Official with Jurisdiction 
PA Programmatic Agreement 
Pb Lead 
PCB Polychlorinated biphenyls 
PFA Priority Funding Area 
PFAS Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
PM2.5 or PM10 Particulate matter 
PNCD Preliminary Navigational Clearance Determination 
POI Point of Investigation 
PTI Planning Time Index 
PTSU Part-Time Shoulder Use 
Qp Overbank Protection Volume or Quantity Management 
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RCA Resource Conservation Area 
RCP Reinforced concrete pipe 
Rev Recharge Volume 
ROD Record Of Decision 
RPA Recommended Preferred Alternative 
RTE Rare, Threatened, and Endangered 
SAV Submerged aquatic vegetation 
SDWA Safe Drinking Water Act 
SGCN Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
SHA State Highway Administration 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer 
SO2 Sulfur dioxide 
SSA Sole Source Aquifer 
SSPRA Sensitive Species Project Review Areas 
SUP Shared-Use Path 
SWAP State Wildlife Action Plan 
SWED Summer Weekend Day 
SWM Stormwater Management 
TCB Tricolored bat 
TDM Transportation Demand Management 
TEA Targeted Ecological Areas 
TIP Transportation Improvement Program 
TMDL Total Maximum Daily Load 
TSM Transportation System Management 
TSS Total Suspended Solids 
TWIS Truck Weigh and Inspection Stations 
UMCES University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science 
USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 
USC United States Code 
USCG United States Coast Guard 
USDOI United States Department of the Interior 
USDOT United States Department of Transportation 
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS United States Geological Survey 
UST Underground storage tank 
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled 
WHS Wildlife and Heritage Service 
WOTUS Waters of the United States 
WQC Water Quality Certification 
WQv Water Quality Volume 
WSSC 
ZSFP 

Wetlands of Special State Concern 
Zone of Safe Fish Passage 
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Appendix A-1  Alternatives B-G Environmental Resource Impact Mapping 

Appendix A-2 Preferred Alternative Environmental Resource Impact Mapping 

Appendix B Agency Coordination Plan  

Appendix C  Agency Correspondence 

Appendix D Final Section 106 Programmatic Agreement  
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Appendix H Draft EIS Agency Comments and Responses 
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SUPPORTING TECHNICAL REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

All supporting technical reports and documents are available at baycrossingstudy.com. 

Air Quality Technical Report  

Alternatives Retained for Detailed Study Concurrence Package 

Biological Assessment, Northern Long-Eared and Tricolored Bat  

Biological Assessment, Atlantic and Shortnose Sturgeon and Sea Turtles  

Biological Opinion from National Marine Fisheries Service  

Cultural Resources Technical Report 

Essential Fish Habitat Assessment  

Hazardous Materials Technical Report 

Hydrodynamics Report 

Natural Environment Technical Report  

Natural Resources Conservation Service Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects 

Noise Analysis Technical Report 

Preferred Alternative and Conceptual Mitigation Concurrence Package 

Section 106 Effects Assessment Report  

Socioeconomic and Land Use Technical Report 

Traffic Analysis Technical Report  
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